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DIET MEMBERS FEEL THAT IN THE ABSENCE OF FURTHER DAMAGING 
REVELATIONS, THEY CAN RIDE OUT THE SITUATION WITHOUT SERIOUS 

TO THE GOVERNMENT OR PARTY. NOT THE PRECISE 
NATURE OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TG THE CHURCH 
ANO THE SEC, THEY CANNOT oE SURE HOW THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF FURTHER REVELATIONS WOULD BE . THERE IS A 
LARGE BODY OF HOWEVER, WHICH FEELS THAT 
TANAKA ANO rlIS FACTION WOULD DEALT THE GREATEST BLOW, BUT 
IN OUR JUDGMENT, THE MAJORITY PRQBAaLV IS THAT THE CON• 
SEQUENCES OF FURTHER DAMAGING WILL 6E SERIOUS 
FOR BOTH PARTY AND GOVERNMENT AND BE LIMITED TO ANY 
GROUP OF INOIVIDUALS OR FACTION. THEREFORE, BROADLY 
PREVAILING HOPE IS THAT THE USG WILL FIND A WAY TO AVOID 
FURTHER REVELATIONS, 

4, TWO MAJOR u.s. ARE AT STAKE IN THIS SITUATION: 
CA) THE POLITICAL OF THE PARTY 
AND GOVERNMENT WITH WHICH OVEH TME YEARS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO WORK CLOSELY IN THE PURSUIT UF U.S, AND C6) THE 
IMAGE OF THE U,S. HELD BY JAPANESE MEDIA AND OThER 
LEADERSHIP GROUPS. WITH RESPECT TO (A), ·wE CANNOT ACCEPT 
AT FACE VALUE EIThER NAKASONE 1 S ASStSSMtNT THAT WHICH HE 

TO OF THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES IF NAMES 
OFFICIALS SHOULD 8E RELEASED, THOSE CONSEQUENCES 

WILL DEPEND IN PART ON NATURE OF THE EVIDENCE 
SUPPnRTING THE ANO THE EXTENT TO THE 

NAMtD OCCUPY IN THE MIKI 
ANO LOP. IF INDEED ONLY A FEW SUCH KEV 

ARF.· r•·.!VQLVED AND THE EVIDENCE OF THEIR HIVOLVE• 
MENT IS NOT IT IS POSSI8LE TH-T THE MIKI GOV 0 

ERNMENT COULD REMAIN IN PLACE ANO THAT • SUBSEQUENT 
1 GENERAL ELECTION, THERE WOULD BE NO SIGNIFIC4NT LOSS OF 
I L 0 P SE ATS I r THC: L 0 r• ER H 0 USE • rJ 0 N t:: THE LESS , THE R I SK A I NS 

· i OF P?ECIPITATING BV PUBLICIZING AT LEAST A 
I ILV CONFUSED AND POLITICAL &ITUATION, WITH RESPECT 
I TO (8), ALTHOUGH FAILURE TO RELEASE ANY 
I TION WOULD MEET PARTY CHARGES Of 
j C 0 L LU S I 0 N , H I C.rl PR 0 B b ti L Y l·J 0 ll L. 0 f3 t:: E. C H 0 E. 0 I N THE. ME J I A AND 

GROUPS, wE THAT THIS EFFECT IS 
LIKELY ro BE PARTICULARLY IF HANDLED AS SUGGESTED 
BELOW. 
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5, ON BALANCE, THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE THAT OUR I NTERESTS 
WITH RESPECT TO JAPAN WOULD BE BEST S~RVEO BY AVOIDI NG, IF 
POSSIBL~, THE RELEASE OF FURTHER DAMAGING I NFOR MATIO N, WE 
RECOGNIZE THAT THIS OOES NOT PR~CLUOE ' THE FOSSI 5 I~ITY OF 
LEAKS. ALTHOU~H LEAKS WOULD OE EMBARRASSING TO ~OTH THE 
GOJ ANO ThE USG, WE FEEL THAT THE OAMAGE THUS CAUSED ~OULD 
BE LESS ANO MUCH MORE MANAGEABLE THAN IF I NFORMATION WE~E 
OFFICIALLY HELEASED , ESP~C!ALLY IF SUCH INFORMATION WAS IN• 
CONCLUSIVE. SHOULD A DECISION BE TAKEN NOT TO RELEAS£ 
FURTHeR I NFOR MATION, ~E RECOMMEND THAT THIS DECISION BE 
MADE PUBLIC IN THE CONTE~T OF THE CONCERN WH ICH THE USG 
MUST HAVE FOR THE INTERESTS OF AND OUR RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS AFFECTED BY THE LOCKHEED AFFAIR, IN 
AOOITIO N, ANYTHING WMICH CA~ BE SAID TO THE EFFECT T~AT 
ALL~GATl ~NS I MPLICATING ~OVERNHENT OFFICIALS HAVE ~OT 
BEEN SUPPORTED BY caNCLUSIVE EVIDENCE WOULD BE HELPFUL 
IN MEETIN$ CRITICISM OF A OECI~ION NOT TO RELEASE FURTHER 
INFORMATION. 

6. IF, ON THE OTHER hAND, A DECISION IS TAKEN T0 R~LEASE 
FURTHER INFORMATION INCLUDING NAMES, 1HE FOLLOWING STEPS 
W 0 UL 0 $EE M ADV I SABLE : (A) TO MAKE CLE AR THAT S-U CH REL E ~ S-E 
IS BE I NG M-DE IN RESPQNS~ TO REPEATED GOJ RfQUESTS FOR ALL 
INFORMATION INCLUDING NAMES; (~) TO MAKE CLtAR THAT ALL 
AUTHE~T!C INFORMATION PERTAINING TO JAPAN IN CON NECTION WITH 
THE LOC~HEED MATTER HAS ~E~N RELE~SEO SO TH-T NO DOUBTS 
REMAIN THAT WE HlVE HELD SO METHI NG BACK7 (C) SUCH INFU~MA• 
TION SHO ULD BE ~LEASED AS SOON A5 POSSI BLE SO THAT THERE 
WILL BE A SUFFI~IENT INTERVAL FOR THE LGP TO COPE WIT~ THE 
SITUATION BEF ORE IT MUST FACE A GENERAL ELECTION7 AND (0) 
THE GOJ SHOULD BE ALERTED IN ADVANCE OF A~Y PUBLIC ANNOUNCE• 
MENT OF A DtCISlON TO RELEASE ANO THE ACTUAL PU ~L ICATlON UF 
ANY INFORMAT!ON PROVIDED SHOULD 8E ~EFT ! N THE HANDS OF TH~ 
GOJ. ' 
HODGSON ~ 
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